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Thomas Malthus

An essay on the principle of population as
it affects the future improvement of
society (1798)

Population naturally grows until
something dramatic occurs

Population growth kept in check through
mortality (misery, war, famine, epidemics)
Neo-Malthusian premise: population
growth is dependent variable, determined
by preceding changes in subsistence
potential

as population reaches critical threshold,
or “carrying capacity,” population growth
is checked (held in place) by some
cultural or natural factor (contraception,
infanticide, disease, famine)
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